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VC-Net members:

• SKA Program Development Office, University of Manchester, UK

• Observatorio Astronomico Nacional (OAN-IGN), Spain

• Onsala Space Observatory, Sweden

• ASTRON, Netherlands

• INAF Istituto di Radioastronomia, Italy

• Jodrell Bank Centre for Astrophysics, UK

• European Southern Observatory, Germany

• LERMA, Observatoire de Paris, France

• Paris-Nancay Observatory, France

• INAF Istituto di Radioastronomia, Italy

• ASTRON, Netherlands

• Max-Planck-Institut fuer Radioastronomie, Germany

• JIVE, The Netherlands
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IGN Yebes Observatory (Guadalajara, Spain)
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SLR /GNSS / DORIS

RT2010

Gravimeter

Visitors Center

SPIDER
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Visitors Center at Yebes Observatory

Informative panels (in spanish):

1. Astronomia antigua: De la Tierra al sistema solar.

2. El nacimiento de una Ciencia: La Astronomía en la edad moderna (S. XVI - XVIII).

3. La Astronomia del Siglo XX: los horizontes que retroceden.

4. La Conquista del Espacio.

5. Las técnicas observacionales modernas en Astronomía.

6. El universo en radiofrecuencia.

7. Interferometria: hacia una mayor resolucion angular.

8. La radioastronomia en las Ciencias de la Tierra.

9. El Instituto Geográfico Nacional.

10. La Astronomia en el IGN: el Observatorio Astronómico Nacional.

11. Actividades y proyectos del OAN.

12. El sistema solar.

13. Nacimiento, vida y muerte de las estrellas.

14. Nuestra galaxia: la Via Láctea.

15. Galaxias en el universo.

16. Origen y evolución del universo.

http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel01.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel02.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel02.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel02.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel02.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel03.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel04.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel05.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel06.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel07.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel08.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel09.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel10.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel11.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel12.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel13.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel14.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel15.pdf
http://www.jive.nl/dokuwiki/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=vcnet:cartel16.pdf
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Visitors Center at Yebes Observatory (II)
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Visitors Center at Yebes Observatory (III)

Model of  “Villanueva building” 
at Madrid Observatory

Model of  Herschel 25ft telescope 
(1804)
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SPIDER !

• “Small Parabolic Instrument for Demonstration and Education of  Research”

• Built by Are Elektronik (Sweden), based on SALSA system @ OSO
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SPIDER (II)

• Fully operational 2.3 meter radio 
telescope 

• equipped with an L-band (21cm –
1420MHz) receiver 

• spectrograph (352 channel 
correlator, 2.4MHz total bandwidth)

• Beam width is 7º 

• Low noise preamplifier mounted in 
the antenna focus, a coax cable feeds 
the signal to a cabinet which 
contains the receiver, power supplies 
and a modem

• In the antenna vertex a small dipole 
antenna is installed for calibration 
purposes
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Astronomical Almanac (in Spanish)

URL: 
http://www.fomento.es/MFOM/LANG_CASTELLANO/DIRECCIONES_
GENERALES/INSTITUTO_GEOGRAFICO/Astronomia/publico/anuario/
default.htm

Index:

• Astronomical phenomena

• Calendars and Time

• Astronomical ephemeris

• Catalogues

• The Earth

• Complementary tables

• Outreach articles. In 2010:

• Art and Astronomy (Villar)

• Light pollution (Colomer)

Cost = 10 €

http://www.fomento.es/MFOM/LANG_CASTELLANO/DIRECCIONES_GENERALES/INSTITUTO_GEOGRAFICO/Astronomia/publico/anuario/default.htm
http://www.fomento.es/MFOM/LANG_CASTELLANO/DIRECCIONES_GENERALES/INSTITUTO_GEOGRAFICO/Astronomia/publico/anuario/default.htm
http://www.fomento.es/MFOM/LANG_CASTELLANO/DIRECCIONES_GENERALES/INSTITUTO_GEOGRAFICO/Astronomia/publico/anuario/default.htm


A Network of Visitor Centers 
at Radio Astronomy Observatories (VC-Net)

Web resources and tools
Web server: http://www.oan.es/

Online museum of historic instruments: 

http://bit.ly/11qwyQZ

Social networks:

https://www.facebook.com/robsmadrid

Utilities:

http://www.ign.es/astronomia/

http://www.oan.es/
http://bit.ly/11qwyQZ
https://www.facebook.com/robsmadrid
http://www.ign.es/astronomia/
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Visitor Center at Onsala Space Observatory (Sweden)
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Other Visitor Centers

http://www.jodrellbank.net/

Jodrell Bank Discovery Center (UK)

http://www.jodrellbank.net/
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http://webmail.jb.man.ac.uk/distance/observatory/index.php

http://webmail.jb.man.ac.uk/distance/observatory/index.php
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Other Visitor Centers

INAF – Medicina (Italy)

http://www.centrovisite.ira.inaf.it/index.html

http://www.centrovisite.ira.inaf.it/index.html
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Other Visitors Centers

JIVE (The Netherlands)

http://services.jive.nl/evlbi/diy.html

ASTRON (The Netherlands)

http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released

http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released
http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released
http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released
http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released
http://www.jive.nl/jive-movie-released
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Summary

• Done:

• Visitors center building

• Informative panels

• Video projection area

• Webcams

• Demonstration radio telescope (SPIDER, SALSA, etc)

• Models of building, historic telescope, spacecraft, solar system.

• Almanac, books, web services

• Conferences

• To do (more):

• Update informative panels

• Models of radio telescopes

• Thematic short videos

• Activity material for demonstration radio telescopes

• Online museum of historic instruments collection

• Reference site for following global events (e.g. satellite launch)

• Merchandising
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A scaled model of the Solar System (from Yebes, Spain)
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A  (European) scaled model 
of the Solar System
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